Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin Godmanchester
Weekly Newsletter

&%:> Sunday 18™ March 2007

Lent 4 - Mothering Sunday

Holy Communion President & Preacher: David Busk

All Age Eucharist President & Preacher: David Busk

See Separate Order of Service

Sung Evensong President & Preacher: Pat Saunders
Hymns 467, 334, 331
Psalm 19
Collect
Merciful Lord,

you know our struggle to serve you:
when sin spoils our lives

and overshadows our hearts,

come to our aid

and turn us back to you again;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Street Prayer Mission: Post Street, Church Place, Chadley Lane and The Causeway

Charity of the month: The Smile Train

Holy Communion. All are welcome at the altar rail. If you are a communicant member of
your own Church, you are welcome to receive the Sacrament here. Or if you would like to
receive a Blessing, please come forward with a hymn book, kneel at the rail and bow your head.



Notices

Happy Birthday, Joan Jackson

Many congratulations to Joan, who is
celebrating her 80" birthday, with many of
her family in church at the 9.45 All Age
Eucharist. God’s blessing on you and yours,
Joan. After the 9.45 service all are invited to
join Joan and her family in the church hall
for a celebration. Joan will also be hosting
an 'Open House' at her home 106 High
Street, Brampton between 2.30pm and
430pm on Tuesday 20™ March. There
1s room for 3-4 cars on the drive, and also
in the lay-by on the opposite side of the road
so parking should not be difficult.

Elections of Churchwarden and PCC
members

At the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on
15" April we shall have to elect a new
Churchwarden and at least two new members
of the PCC. Please pray for these elections,
and if you feel led by God to offer yourself
for either of these positions, please speak to
me or to the Churchwardens or Trevor
Weedon as soon as possible, and at any rate
before Sunday 1% April — that is the last day
on which we can post the names of
candidates in order to give the necessary two
week’s notice before the APCM.

David Busk.

Funerals

Tuesday 20" March, 11.00am in church:
Edward Reed Allen. Wednesday 21* March,
11.30 am at Bedford Crematorium: Kenneth
Reginald Kitchener.

‘Amazing Grace’ Film Outing

There will be an outing to see the film
‘Amazing Grace’ in Huntingdon on Friday
30" March — time to be confirmed, but it will
be an early afternoon matinee showing. The
film deals with the life of John Newton,
author of the hymn Amazing Grace and one-
time captain of a ship engaged in carrying
slaves. It is being released to coincide with

the 200" anniversary of the Act of
Parliament banning the slave trade in this
country, a movement largely led by
Christians such as Newton and William
Wilberforce. We should be able to get a
discount for a group booking — if you are
interested in coming, please put your name
and phone number on the list on the table by
the south door.

Lent Concert

The Lent Concert on 10" March raised a
total of £850.20 for church funds, not quite
an all-time record but very close. I am very
grateful to those who gave their support by
attending this event, and also those who
made a donation because they were unable to
be present. Ken Diffey.

Easter Lilies

If you would like to buy a lily in memory of
a loved one these will cost £3:50 each and
will be arranged in the nave pedestals.
Please be sure to sign the book of
remembrance, which will be placed on the
south aisle kneeler. Orders and money to
Linda Weedon, before Easter please.

Jean Miller.

Easter Flowers

The Flower Guild would be very grateful to
receive donations towards the cost of
decorating the church for Easter; please give
these to Vera Arnold; thank you very much.
Jean Miller.

A Goat, A Pig And A Can Of Worms

This year’s Pancake Race has raised £408 —
even before Gift Aid additions. A big thank
you to all runners and sponsors. We gave a
choice of charities to benefit from the
sponsor money and, as a result, East Anglia’s
Children’s Hospices will receive £306 and
Christian Aid / Present Aid £102 — enough
for a goat, a pig and a can of worms! If
anyone has any more sponsor money to
come in, please let me know immediately.
Victoria (Tel 431430).



Easter Day Parish Breakfast

Breakfast will be available in the Church
Hall after the dawn Eucharist on Easter Day.
Numbers will have to be limited to about 50
because of space and logistics limitations in
the Hall. Cost will be Adults £4, Children
£2. A few volunteers would be welcomed to
help set up the Hall on Saturday afternoon
and/or serving and clearing up on Sunday
morning. Reservations, offers of help or
queries please contact Dai or Jean Morgan at
church, by telephone on 417502, at
morgan_01339@msn.com or
jand.morgan@ntlworld.com.

Children’s Society Boxes

It’s that time of year already! If you would
like your collecting box emptied please
either bring it to church or telephone me to
arrange collection. Thank you all for your
support, last year we raised a total of
£276.69. Kate Steed. (01480 382101)

Fairtrade News
The Fairtrade Stall will be available after the
9.45 service today.

An Eye For Detail

During the months of May and June the
church magazine will be without its usual
proof-reader, Dorothy Groves. If you would
like to step into the breach and join the
editorial team for two months, please do not
be afraid to step forward. Perhaps you’ve
had experience of proofreading before; but
even if you haven’t, and you volunteer early
enough, Dorothy will be pleased to show you
what is required. Proofreading is not rocket
science, but there is a little more involved
than looking for spelling and grammar
mistakes. Enquiries to Peter Irving (382144)
please.

Preparation of New Electoral Roll

The date for the next preparation of church
electoral rolls has been moved forward a
year from 2008 to 2007 by the General
Synod. The date that governs the timetable

for the preparation of the new roll is that of
the annual parochial church meeting. This
year, our annual meeting will be held on 15"
April. The notice for the preparation of the
electoral roll is affixed to a notice board in
the south porch. Under the rules, the new
electoral roll must be completed not less than
15 days, nor more than 28 days, before the
annual meeting. You are, therefore, invited
to have your name included on the Church
Electoral Roll by completing the application
form enclosed and placing it in the electoral
roll box on the table at the south door,
returning it to the Parish Office, or to the
Churchwardens. Trevor Weedon.. PCC
Secretary.

Church Forums

There is a new addition to the Church
website. We now have our very own forums
- sometimes known as a bulletin board. We
are running the latest version of 'Invision
Power Board', one of the market leaders in
commercial forum software. It's a powerful
system, with a great deal built in to make the
forum experience as safe and pleasant as
possible. Do please consider joining the
forums if you have access to the website.
If you have any problems with the
registration process, or there are questions
you would like answering about the forums,
do feel free to contact me.
www.stmarysgodmanchester.org/forums/inde
x.php Paul  Sibley(380754)
paul.sibley@stmarysgodmanchester.org

Church-scorning

A peculiar custom prevails...that if the banns
of marriage be thrice published and the
marriage does not take place, the refusing
party, whether male or female, pays forty
shillings to the vicar as a penalty for
“scorning the Church.” - James Raines’
Glossary of Ancient Durham Words, 1837.

Newsletter Compiler
Jim Heeley is the current Newsletter
compiler on jskc@btinternet.com (412264).




DIARY

Sunday 18" March Lent 4

Mothering Sunday
08:00 Holy Communion
09:45 All-age Eucharist (including Youth Group)
18:30 Sung Evensong

Monday 19" March
13:30 Stepping Stones (Baptist Church Centre)

Tuesday 20™ March
11:00 Funeral of Edward Reed Allen (Church)
19:30 PCC Meeting (Church Hall)

Wednesday 21°° March
11:00 Holy Communion (Woodley Court)
11:30 Funeral of Kenneth Reginald Kitchener (Bedford Crematorium)
13:30 Lent Course — youngsters welcome (Vicarage)

20:00 Lent Course (Quaker Centre)

Thursday 22" March
09:30 St Mary’s 0-5s (Comrades Club)
09:45 Holy Communion
Friday 23" March
19:30 Choir Practice
Sunday 25" March Lent 5
08:00 Holy Communion
09:45 Sung Eucharist (Children’s Church and Vestry Group)
18:30 Sung Evensong
18:30 Churches Together Joint Service (All Saints Church, Huntingdon)

Coffee is served in the Church Hall after the morning Eucharist. Everyone is welcome

Visit the church website at www.stmarysgodmanchester.org



