
Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin Godmanchester 
Weekly Newsletter  

                     
 

Holy Communion  President:  David Busk   Preacher:  Paul Sibley 

 

 

Sung Eucharist President:  David Busk   Preacher:  Paul Sibley 

  

Readers  Trev Orton  &  Louise Orton 

  Readings  Isaiah 43: 16-21  &  Philippians 3: 4b-14 

  Gospel  John Ch 12 vv 1-8 

 

  Intercessions Jean Morgan 

 

Hymns  70 (ii),   410,   90,   79 (t 128ii) 

Communion  292 (ii),   95 

 

 Sung Evensong  President & Preacher:  Pat Saunders 

 

   Hymns  385,   418,   92     

   Psalm   19 

 

Collect 

 

Gracious Father, 

you gave up your Son 

out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Street Prayer Mission:  Lancaster Way, Fox Grove, Rectory Gardens and Grove Court 

 

Charity of the month:  The Smile Train 

 

Holy Communion. All are welcome at the altar rail.  If you are a communicant member of 

your own Church, you are welcome to receive the Sacrament here.  Or if you would like to 

receive a Blessing, please come forward with a hymn book, kneel at the rail and bow your head. 
 

Sunday 25
th

 March 2007 
Lent 5 



Notices 
 

Baptism Today 
Please keep in your thoughts and prayers, 

Noah Shepherd, his family and friends, at his 

baptism in this Church at 2pm today. 
 

Lady Day Curfew 
In former times, Lady Day (the Feast of the 

Annunciation of the Virgin Mary, 25
th
 

March) was the last evening the curfew 

would be rung before the curfew was 

suspended for the lighter part of the year.  

Now it is one of the few times that the 

tradition is still observed, so the curfew will 

be rung tonight (Sunday).  The ringing of the 

curfew itself starts at 7.55pm, but the bell has 

to be “raised” before this, so you will hear 

some ringing a bit earlier.   Charles Looker. 
 

Maundy Thursday Vigil 
Volunteers are needed to stay in church 

during the vigil following the 7.30pm 

Eucharist on Maundy Thursday (5
th
 April).  

It would be good if more than one person 

could be present at all times.  Please sign the 

list by the south door if you feel you could 

do this, indicating how long you can stay.  It 

does not have to be for as much as an hour if 

that is difficult to manage. 
 

 ‘Amazing Grace’ Film Outing 
There will be an outing to see the film 

‘Amazing Grace’ in Huntingdon on Friday 

30
th
 March – time to be confirmed, but it will 

be an early afternoon matinee showing.  The 

film deals with the life of John Newton, 

author of the hymn Amazing Grace and one-

time captain of a ship engaged in carrying 

slaves.  It is being released to coincide with 

the 200
th
 anniversary of the Act of 

Parliament banning the slave trade in this 

country, a movement largely led by 

Christians such as Newton and William 

Wilberforce.  We should be able to get a 

discount for a group booking – if you are 

interested in coming, please put your name 

and phone number on the list on the table by 

the south door. 
 

Children's Workshop 
On Good Friday (6

th
 April) there will be a 

Children's Workshop in the church hall 

during the time of the service in church.  It 

will begin at 1.30pm and finish at 

2.45pm.  Children aged from 3 to 11 are all 

welcome to attend.  We will be making hot 

cross buns and doing various craft activities 

based around the Cross.   

Contact:  Pat Saunders (354764; 

pat.saunders5@ntlworld.com) 

or Jules Shelley (437262; 

christopher.shelley1@ntlworld.com) 
 

Elections of Churchwarden and PCC 

members 
At the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 

15
th
 April we shall have to elect a new 

Churchwarden and at least two new members 

of the PCC.  Please pray for these elections, 

and if you feel led by God to offer yourself 

for either of these positions, please speak to 

me or to the Churchwardens or Trevor 

Weedon as soon as possible, and at any rate 

before Sunday 1
st
 April – that is the last day 

on which we can post the names of 

candidates in order to give the necessary two 

week’s notice before the APCM.  David 

Busk. 
 

Funerals 
The funeral of Anthea Margaret Hunt will be 

held at Cambridge crematorium, at 10.45am, 

on Monday 26
th
 March and the funeral of 

Margaret Newell will be held in Church, at 

1pm, on Tuesday 27
th
 March.  Please have 

them and their families in your prayers. 
 

Easter Lilies 
If you would like to buy a lily in memory of 

a loved one these will cost £3:50 each and 

will be arranged in the nave pedestals.  

Please be sure to sign the book of 

remembrance, which will be placed on the 

south aisle kneeler.  Orders and money to 



Linda Weedon, before Easter please.  Jean 

Miller. 
 

Easter Flowers 
The Flower Guild would be very grateful to 

receive donations towards the cost of 

decorating the church for Easter; please give 

these to Vera Arnold; thank you very much.  

Jean Miller. 
 

Easter Day Parish Breakfast 
Breakfast will be available in the Church 

Hall after the dawn Eucharist on Easter Day.  

Numbers will have to be limited to about 50 

because of space and logistics limitations in 

the Hall.  Cost will be Adults £4, Children 

£2.  A few volunteers would be welcomed to 

help set up the Hall on Saturday afternoon 

and/or serving and clearing up on Sunday 

morning.  Reservations, offers of help or 

queries please contact Dai or Jean Morgan at 

church, by telephone on 417502, at 

morgan_01339@msn.com or 

jand.morgan@ntlworld.com. 
 

Children’s Society Boxes 
It’s that time of year already!  If you would 

like your collecting box emptied please 

either bring it to church or telephone me to 

arrange collection.  Thank you all for your 

support, last year we raised a total of 

£276.69.  Kate Steed. (01480 382101) 
 

Preparation of New Electoral Roll 
The notice for the preparation of the electoral 

roll is affixed to a notice board in the south 

porch.  Under the rules, the new electoral roll 

must be completed not less than 15 days, nor 

more than 28 days, before the annual 

meeting.  You are, therefore, invited to have 

your name included on the Church Electoral 

Roll by completing the application form 

enclosed and placing it in the electoral roll 

box on the table at the south door, returning 

it to the Parish Office, or to the 

Churchwardens.  Trevor Weedon..  PCC 

Secretary. 

 

Church Forums 
There is a new addition to the Church 

website. We now have our very own forums 

- sometimes known as a bulletin board.  We 

are running the latest version of 'Invision 

Power Board', one of the market leaders in 

commercial forum software.  It's a powerful 

system, with a great deal built in to make the 

forum experience as safe and pleasant as 

possible.  Do please consider joining the 

forums if you have access to the website. 

If you have any problems with the 

registration process, or there are questions 

you would like answering about the forums, 

do feel free to contact me. 

www.stmarysgodmanchester.org/forums/inde

x.php      Paul Sibley(380754) 
paul.sibley@stmarysgodmanchester.org 
 

Marriage Vows 

According to Edmund Fillingham King’s 

Ten Thousand Wonderful Things (c. 1853):  

“Upwards of three centuries ago, the 

husband, on taking his wife by the right 

hand, thus addressed her: ‘I undersygne 

________ for my wedded wife, for better, for 

worse, for richer, for poorer, yn sickness and 

in helthe, tyl dethe us departe’ (not ‘do part’ 

as we have erroneously rendered it, the 

ancient meaning of departe being to 

separate).  The wife replies in the same form, 

with an additional form, ‘to be buxom to thee 

tyl dethe us departe.’  So it appears in the 

first edition of the Missals for the Use of the 

Famous and Celebrated Church of Hereford 

(1502).  In what is called the Salisbury 

Missal, the lady pronounced a more general 

obedience, ‘to be bonere and buxom in bedde 

and at the borde [at meals].’” 
 

Newsletter Compiler 

Bizz Thackray, bizzthackray@hotmail.com 

(812606), will takeover as Newsletter 

compiler for the period 1 April to 27 May.  

All contributions please by 18.30 on the 

Thursday. 



DIARY 
 

Sunday 25
th
 March  Lent 5 

08:00  Holy Communion 

09:45  Sung Eucharist  (Children’s Church and Vestry Group) 

14:00 Baptism of Noah Shepherd 

18:30 Sung Evensong 

18:30 Churches Together Joint Service  (All Saints Church, Huntingdon) 

18:45 Youth Group – Chill Out (Janie & Simon’s – 79 Roman Way) 

 

 

Monday 26
th
 March 

10:45  Funeral of Anthea Margaret Hunt  (Cambridge Crematorium) 

13:30  Stepping Stones (Baptist Church Centre) 

 

 

Tuesday 27
th
 March 

 13:00  Funeral of Margaret Newell  (Church) 

 

 

Wednesday 28
th
 March 

09:45  Holy Communion (McCartney House) 

13:30  Lent Course – youngsters welcome (Vicarage) 

20:00  Lent Course  (Quaker Centre) 

  

 

Thursday 29
th
 March 

09:30  St Mary’s 0-5s (Comrades Club) 

09:45  Holy Communion 

 

 

Friday 30
th
 March 

 09:15  St Anne’s School Easter Service  (Church)  

19:30  Choir Practice 

 19:30  Churches Together Information and Prayer Meeting  (Quaker Centre) 

 

 

Sunday 1
st
 April  Palm Sunday 

08:00  Holy Communion 

09:45  Sung Eucharist  (Children’s Church and Vestry Group) 

18:30 Sung Evensong 

18:45 Youth Group 

 

 

Coffee is served in the Church Hall after the morning Eucharist.  Everyone is welcome 

 

Visit the church website at  www.stmarysgodmanchester.org 


