
Godmanchester Parochial Church Council 

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday, 19 February 2024 

 

Present: David Busk (DWB) [Chair], Lucilia Azevedo (LA), Ruth Ekblom (RE), Robert Francis (RF), 
Bob Hurd (RH), Peter Morgan (PM), Nicholas Leigh Smith (NLS), Kate Robinson (KR),  
Bill Templeton (WT), Colin Thirlwall (CT), Mike Westcott-Rudd (MWR), Jonathan Young (JY) 
 
 

  Action 

1. Opening Prayer and Devotion  

 DWB welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the opening prayer and 
devotion (Matthew 25: 31-44). 

 

2. Apologies for Absence  

   Apologies had been received from Kevin Parks, Margaret Quaife and Adrian 
Sington. 

 

3. Minutes of the Last Meeting  

 The minutes of the meeting held on 15 January 2024 were agreed as a true 
record and signed by DWB. 

 
 

4. Matters Arising  

 Wallboards – DWB was pleased to report that the Town Council have agreed to 
make the planning application on behalf of the five groups which advertise on the 
Vicarage wall and the Town Clerk will be submitting the application shortly.  The 
cost will be shared equally.  Thanks were recorded to the Town Council. 

Summer Fete & Christmas Bazaar – CT has approached the bands but has not 
yet confirmed a booking. 

 

5. Safeguarding  

 No report available.  

6. Finance Report  

 CT reported that he is currently working on the 2023 End of Year accounts and 
has yet to finalise the 2024 budget, but said he hoped to be able to produce this at 
the next PCC meeting.  In advance of today’s meeting he submitted a draft copy 
of the receipts and payments for the funds lodged in the church accounts to show 
the position as at 31.12.23.  It was noted that the financial position would be 
precarious if it were not for the rental income from the Church Hall (approx. 
£19,000) and CT said that he had transferred from the hall fund to the general 
fund an additional £8,000 on top of the bi-monthly £1,300  (making a total of 
£16,800) to balance the books.  He also noted that the general fund (currently 
£35,232) includes the fixed interest deposit account in this total as it is available if 
necessary and that the total assets in the various accounts add up to £90,402. 

Thanks to CT. 

 

7. Transformation Project  

 In advance of the meeting, CT had circulated a briefing paper outlining the current 
state of the project and this is attached as an appendix to the Minutes.  DWB 
expressed thanks to CT for the hard work of everyone involved in the project. 

 
 

CT 
 



 

RF said that the briefing paper made it clear how much hard work had gone into 
the project so far and congratulations were due to everyone involved.  He asked if 
it were possible to detail the specific works undertaken by Chell Perkins, to which 
CT responded that they had prepared 24 separate funding applications which 
pertained to either the ecclesiastical, environmental or community aspect of the 
proposed works.  It was noted that HLF have now changed their emphasis, which 
is why the decision has been taken to focus initially on the museum 
(community/heritage) aspect. 

RF asked how confident we can be that we can raise the required funds of £2.4m 
and DWB responded that we are now at a stage where we can start looking for 
serious funding.  He went on to say that if it is necessary to undertake the works in 
phases with pauses between because of a shortage of funds at the time, then that 
would be possible. 

RF suggested that it may be possible for contractors to quote against tender 
drawings - and he went on to suggest that we consider reserving the funds 
already raised as “seed capital,” rather than using them to pay for all the detailed 
drawings now. 

In response, CT said that if all the detailed design work is not undertaken in one 
go, it would be difficult to amalgamate everything later.  DWB went on to say that 
donors are reluctant to fund an outline project – they prefer to see detailed 
drawings – and they are also reluctant to fund the cost of having those detailed 
drawings produced.  DWB and CT noted that Chell Perkins’ advice is that we 
should get the detailed design drawings completed before we approach major 
donors and CT said he would double-check this. 

RF said that he believed that there are several people in addition to himself who 
have grave doubts about the wisdom of the project in its current form.  DWB said 
that three people had contacted him with concerns and whilst everyone 
understood that we are proposing major works to the fabric and use of the church 
building, the project has been agreed and approved and we are following Church 
of England protocols in the way we are approaching it. 

Thanks to CT, AS and all involved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Fabric Committee  

 CT reported that we are still waiting for a date for the work on the parapets. 

Excess water in the bell chamber caused the power to trip a couple of times which 
at least make it safe.  There appears to be no easy solution, but we could replace 
any sockets with waterproof versions to reduce possible problems.  NLS noted 
that the Bell Tower Captain is considering insulation both for soundproofing and to 
guard against water ingress. 

The electrician will be fitting a 13 amp socket near the table by the south door 
later this week as part of a project to provide contactless giving for visitors to the 
church.  We are looking at getting WiFi into the church for the card reader. 

At the same time, the electrician will also fit an electrical surge limiter in the main 
supply as suggested by our lightning system test team. 

Thanks to CT. 

 

  9. Future of Worship and Outreach  

 DWB was pleased to report that Jackie Kirby is assembling a small group of 
musicians.  The details have yet to be decided but the group would be in addition 
to the other music in the church, not instead of it. 

 

 



 

10. Dates for Church Diary  

 Items for March: 

  1 March - Friday @ 5.15 (Church) 

  3 March - Frugal Lunch (Church Hall, 12.00pm) 

  6 March - Lent Course (Vicarage, 2.30pm); also 13, 20, 27 March 

10 March - Mothering Sunday Parish Communion 

16 March - Hunts Phil Concert (Church, 7.30pm) 

18 March - PCC Meeting (Church Hall, 7.30pm) 

21 March - Bellringers’ AGM 

25 March - Holy Communion (Church, 9.45am) 

26 March - St Anne’s Termly Eucharist (Church, 9.15am) 

27 March - Holy Communion (Church, 9.45am) 

27 March - Passover Supper (Church Hall, 7.30pm) 

28 March - Last Supper Eucharist & Vigil (Church, 7.30pm) 

29 March - Liturgy of Good Friday (Church, 1.30pm) 

29 March – Children’s Church Workship (Church Hall, 1.30pm) 

30 March – First Eucharist of Easter (Church, 7.30pm) 

31 March – EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

Noted that 1 March is the World Day of Prayer but we are unable to mark this 
event this year as it clashes with Friday @ 5.15.  There was general agreement 
that we could host an event next year (it will be 7 March 2025). 

 

 

 

11. Commonwealth War Graves  

 DWB reported that the church has been asked if CWG Commission can attach a 
small sign to the churchyard gates to show that there are Commonweath War 
Graves there and had circulated information prior to the meeting.  It was proposed 
by CT, seconded by RF and unanimously agreed that the PCC is happy for this to 
go ahead.  DWB will ask if three signs can be provided. 

 

 

DWB 

12. St Anne’s School  

 DWB reported that Ruth Moor has resigned as Head of St Anne’s School and will 
be leaving after the Easter holidays.  An interim appointment has been made for 
two terms; this is Mark Farrell, who is currently Head of Brington Primary School 
and who will be Executive Head of both schools.  It is hoped to appoint a new 
permanent Head to start in January 2025.  It was noted that the new Head must 
be “church friendly” but it is not possible to insist that the Head be a committed 
Christian. 

 

13. Any Other Business  

 Ashes Plot (Memorials) – PM noted that several of the memorials in the Ashes 
Plot appear not to comply with the rules of cut flowers only to be left and this is 
likely to cause a problem once the grass cutting starts again later in the year.  It 
was suggested that the notice could be amended to state that only cut flowers laid 
on the ground are permissible, but it was noted that realistically, the issue is 
unlikely to be resolved. 

Ashes Plot (Hedges) – It was noted that the hedges around the Ashes Plot are 
unlikely to recover from the moth attack last year and they will be chopped down 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



or removed – permission is not needed for this work.  DWB will appeal for 
volunteers to help. 

Ashes Plot (Extension) – It was acknowledged that the Ashes Plot needs to be 
extended; this will need a faculty to set aside an additional area and careful 
consideration should be given as to the location. 

PCC Minutes – Once the Minutes of the previous meeting have been agreed and 
signed, a copy will be placed on the Noticeboard in church. 

DWB 

 

 

 

 

KR 

15. Date of Next Meeting  

 The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday, 18 March 2024 in the Church 
Hall. 

DWB ended the meeting with closing prayers.  Prayers were offered for Kate 
Hadley and Jeremy Leffler and their families. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………. Date: …………….. 


















