
Godmanchester Parochial Church Council 

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday, 21 July 2025 

Present: David Busk (DB) [Chair], Nicholas Leigh Smith (NLS) [acting minute secretary], Peter Morgan 
(PM), John Newton (JN), Colin Thirlwall (CT), Dave Hodge (DH), Bill Templeton (BT), Mike Westcott-
Rudd (MWR), Lucilia Azevedo (LA), Paula Williams (PW), Jonathan Young (JY), Bob Hurd (BH), 
David Bowers (DBL). 

 
 

1. Apologies for Absence Action 

 David Moger, Andrew Wright, Adrian Sington, Simon Prince 

 
 

2. Minutes of the Last Meetings  

 The minutes of the meeting held on 16 June 2025 were agreed as a true record and 

signed by DB. 

 

 

 
 

3. Matters Arising  

 Health and Safety Policy 

BH had identified that there was neither a statutory nor ecclesiastical requirement for 
the PCC to maintain a health and safety policy for the church.  It was agreed that the 
Archdeacon be consulted as to the Diocese’s view as to the desirability of continuing 

the policy. 

 

 

 

 BH 

4. Safeguarding  

 Oversight of Recruitment of Children’s Church helpers.  SG dashboard 
requirement. 

In the absence of the Safeguarding Officer, this was adjourned to the next PCC 

meeting 

SP 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Finance Report  

 CT/DH had circulated a report in advance of the meeting, which is annexed to these 
minutes.  DH explained the mechanics of the handover process and CT updated the 
PCC on his reports. 

The Vicar expressed the PCC’s thanks to the Treasurer and his immediate 

predecessor. 

CT was continuing to look for a more flexible bank account than the Santander 
Business account which is proving most frustrating 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6. Transformation Project  

 CT asked the PCC to identify a volunteer to chair a fund-raising committee to raise 
money for the project in the West End of the church (WC, sink etc.) (the former 
Stage I).  From earlier costings this was in the order of £600,000. 
 

CT 
 
 
 

 

7. Fabric Committee  
 



 CT reported that the blower on the organ was overheating and smoking.  This 
needed to be removed and repaired. 
 
A plan had been discussed with the nursery to update the Wi-Fi in the church hall 
and then transmit it remotely to the church.  It was suggested to the nursery that we 
could share the running costs.  The project is ongoing. 
 

CT 
 
 
 
 

8. Future of Worship and Outreach  

 Worship: 

The Vicar proposed that in future music at Parish Communion would be led by J 
Kirby on the piano supported by the music group.  The choir would be invited to sing 
with the music group but would not have to robe.  The PCC supported this proposal 
as a six month pilot with a review of feedback thereafter.  

Outreach: 

It was agreed by the PCC that the pet service had been a success and supported 
this being an annual event. 

 

 

9. Dates for Church Diary  

 August 9: Memorial of the atom bomb being dropped on Hiroshima, with a lecture on 
the events surrounding this and the presentation of tree seeds from Japan to be 
grown in the parish. 

September 3: wedding rehearsal at 1.00 pm. 

September 6: wedding at 2.00pm. 

September 7:  9.30am Patronal festival with the congregation invited to bring their 
own flower arrangements to decorate the church.  Resumption of Children’s Church. 

September 7:  11.15am AGM of the Friends of St Mary 

September 13:  9.30am to 2pm, church open for the annual Ride and Stride event. 

September 13:  4pm, wedding. 

September 15:  7.30pm PCC. 

September 20:  Proposal of both the Friend’s Film Night and the charities’ team’s 
quiz.  (NB There was a need to coordinate the management of the Film Night, 
Charities’ Quiz and Kate’s Memorial Quiz (which was proposed to be held on the 1st 
or 2nd Saturday in January.) 

September 21:  After Holy Communion, meeting of the Bazaar Committee. 

September 21:  6.30pm Taizé service 

October 5:  Harvest Festival service and Gift Day. 

October 12:  Civic Service. 

November 29:  Christmas Bazaar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 Ashes plot, signage and enlargement  

 While accepting the Vicar’s observation that there was an inevitability of people not 
complying with the rules for the use of the Ashes Plot, it was agreed that the PCC 
obtain a new weatherproof sign to be displayed setting those rules out. 

 

JY proposed the forming of an Ashes Plot working group of which he would be a 
member, to review the need to enlarge the plot before it ran out of space (at most 
three years) emphasising the need to do this before space ran out.  DB and PM 
volunteered to join this. 

 

JY, DB 
and PM 

14. AOB  



 1 Issues relating to the state of the chairs in the Church Hall 

PW reported on behalf of Ruth Ekblom that an elderly member of the congregation, 
recovering from a fracture of the pelvis, had fallen to the floor when a chair in the 
Church Hall had collapsed under her.  CT had agreed with Peter Irving that they 
would undertake tests on all the chairs and remove those that were failing.  He 
cautioned that the PCC might well have to find funds to replace defective chairs as 
the Hall fund might well be unable to support such an expense. 

 

2 Charities Commission 

MWR reported that he had filed the PCC A/Cs with the Commission which will be 
published on its website within the next few days.  DB expressed the PCC’s thanks 
to MWR for having taken on this task. 

 

3 Potential appointment of a Curate 

DB reported the potential appointment of a curate to the parish in late 2026.  The 
appointment would be “self-supporting”, (formerly non stipendiary) not live in the 
parish, not be full time and the Vicar would have to limit the amount that the curate 

could be called upon as a consequence. 

 

CT 

15. Date of Next Meeting  

 The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 15 September 2025, in the 

Church Hall. 

The meeting closed with reflection and thanksgiving. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………. Date: …………….. 


