Godmanchester Parochial Church Council
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday, 15 September 2025

Present: David Busk (DB) [Chair], Andrew Wright [Secretary], Nicholas Leigh Smith (NLS), John Newton
(JN), Colin Thirlwall (CT), Dave Hodge (DH), Bill Templeton (BT), Jonathan Young (JY), Bob Hurd
(BH), David Bowers (DBo), David Moger (DM).

Action

1. Opening prayer and devotion (Luke 7: 1-10)

Prayers were offered and the gospel passage, read by JN, was discussed and
reflected upon.

2. Apologies for Absence

Adrian Sington, Simon Prince, Mike Westcott-Rudd, Lucilia Azevedo, Paula
Williams, Peter Morgan.

3. | Minutes of the Last Meetings

The minutes of the meeting held on 21 July 2025 were agreed as a true record and
signed by DB. Thanks were given to NLS for taking the minutes at this meeting.

4. | Matters Arising

Health and Safety Policy

The Archdeacon has not been consulted as to the Diocese’s view as to the
desirability having a Health and Safety policy. It was agreed that no further action
would be taken at this time.

Ashes Plot

A meeting has yet to take place to discuss the Ashes Plot. JY updated on the
background of the Ashes Plot, which is 16 yards x 8.5 yards. It has been
recommended that the DAC review the current position and consider expansion of
the Plot. A Faculty would be needed to extend the Plot. JY stated that there is a row
at the top and a row at the bottom of the slope that could be utilised. DB confirmed
that a meeting with the DAC will take place in the Autumn.

Chairs

The remaining chairs have been checked to ensure safety. Plans are being put in
place to purchase new chairs.

5. | Safeguarding

Oversight of Recruitment of Children’s Church helpers. SG dashboard
requirement.

In the absence of the Safeguarding Officer, this was adjourned to the next PCC
meeting

JN updated that he had received his DBS certificate. NLS is still in the process of
completed the required checks. DH has submitted his DBS check recently.

Members of the PCC (DM and AW) have been affected by a data breech and have
been written to by the Diocese to inform them of this and the action to take. As a
result of the data breech the processing of DBS by the Diocese is on hold.

6. | Finance Report

CT/DH had circulated a report in advance of the meeting:




State of the church funds to date attached for info. The General fund shows an
excess of income/expenditure of just over £2,000. This month (September) we have
just passed a monthly income of over £3,000 from Parish Giving plus around £700
Gift Aid. Still a few Standing Orders to convert!

The Income/expend budget shows a reasonably healthy balance for the year
providing we get a decent response for Gift Day and the Bazaar.

CT updated the PCC on his reports. This year looks better than last year, with
improved giving and reduced expenditure (e.g. utilities such as gas).

DB will raise the issue of giving at a meeting with the parents of children in
Children’s Church which was due to take place on September 16.

BT asked with regards to charity fundraising. CT explained how this is presented in
the budget, and that there are separate ‘Agency Funds’.

CT was continuing to look for a more flexible bank account than the Santander
Business account which is still proving most frustrating

Transformation Project

CT had circulated a report in advance of the meeting:

We have recently received an updated cost analysis for the phased project which
we will be discussing this with our architect on 24 Sept. We have also been in
discussion with our fundraising firm. We have not had any volunteers to oversee
local fundraising.

We have just received a donation of £10,000 from one of our parishioners plus a
fairly steady income from Lucilia’s books and Thursday Church plus an excellent
contribution from Ruth’s vegetables.

If we include the donation made this month the Transformation Fund has £110,000
in grants and pledges plus £31,138 that we have raised which is available for design
work as well as building etc. In addition we have around £4,000 in VAT to be
reclaimed.

The Faculty needs to be extended — which CT will action.
The will be a meeting of the Transformation Project in the near future.
The current financial position is set out in the report above.

CT

Fabric Committee

CT forward a report from Malcom Harris, in advance of the meeting:

Anglia Drainage- now on Regular Maintenance programme for soakaways
Wi-Fi-ongoing discussions on how best to proceed

Organ repairs to blower and full tune complete other items in discussion
Paul Young to continue as current arrangement (Weeding Church Surround)
Northwest Gate - Town Council -no progress to date

Choir Heaters installed

Nave Altar lights, ongoing

Notice Board lock — work complete

Boiler Service - ongoing — 23 Sep

12 new folding chairs bought — Grant from Friends

The PCC gave thanks to CT for supervising the repairs to the organ.

Future of Worship and Outreach

The monthly communion service at McCartney House will no longer take place, as
there are no residents left who attended the service.

A regular communion service will continue at The Chestnuts




10.

Dates for Church Diary

September 20: Charities’ team’s quiz.

September 21: After Holy Communion, meeting of the Bazaar Committee.
September 21: 6.30pm Taizé service

October 4: Film Night - CANCELLED

October 5: Harvest Festival service and Gift Day (envelopes will be placed in the
Church Magazine by Robert and Anne Francis

October 8 Deanery Synod Meeting. 7pm. Hemingford Abbots

October 12: Civic Service. 11am. This year it will be arranged by the Baptist Church
(Daniel Becket), but held at St Mary’s — the congregation of which will have some
involvement — details will be confirmed in due course.

October 14: St Anne’s School Harvest celebration in Church. 9:30.
October 19. Baptism (Ronnie Claxton). 11:30
October 25: Hunts Phil Orchestra concert. 7:30

October 26: Baptism in Eucharist service (William Moger). Peter Moger will be
preaching. Hymns and readings will be decided upon. There will be cake for the
congregation in the Church Hall after the service. The church glassware is to be
used by the family.

November 9. Remembrance Sunday.

Morning service arranged by Baptist Church (Daniel Beckett), with some input from
St Mary’s. Details will be confirmed in due course. BT agreed to read out the names
of the war dead.

The evening service will run as in previous years.

November 15:Hunts Phil Choir concert. 7:30.

November 29: Christmas Bazaar.

December 7. Come and Sing Carols. 2-4 pm, with Somersham Town Band.

11.

AOB

JY updated on an upcoming memorial bell ringing at St Edwards, Cambridge,
including in memory of Chris Higgins, former Tower captain.

DH raised the issue of the collection plate, which has been felt by some members of
the congregation to be awkward, in view of the increased amount of regular giving
electronically. Possible solutions were discussed, including a reminder from DB to
the congregation that there is no obligation to place money in the plate, and remind
the congregation of the alternative methods of giving. Having increased numbers of
envelopes available and have parish giving slips. DBo gave an example of Rennes
Cathedral where card readers were brought round, after the plate.

The Cambridge Historical Churches Trust event the previous Sunday had been
success, with £230 raised from Hymn Signing and £1200 + raised for the Trust.
Thanks were recorded to NLS and Terry Young for their work coordinating the
event. Frustration was expressed that the contact details of clergy are not
forthcoming from the Diocese to enable contact to be made regarding the event.

DM updated on his plans to make himself available to members of the congregation
after upcoming services, to find out which methods they would prefer to feedback to
the PCC and how they would like to be communicated with by the PCC.

15.

Date of Next Meeting




The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 20 October 2025, in the Church
Hall. NLS gave his apologies for this meeting

The meeting closed with reflection and thanksgiving, including prayers for the Crown
Nomination Committee in their upcoming deliberations.

SHIGNEA: o Date: ......cceevnne.



