
Godmanchester Parochial Church Council 

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 20 October 2025 

Present: David Busk (DB) [Chair], Andrew Wright [Secretary], John Newton (JN), Colin Thirlwall (CT), Bill 
Templeton (BT), Jonathan Young (JY), Bob Hurd (BH), David Bowers (DBo), David Moger (DM) 
Paula Williams (PW), Peter Morgan (PM). 

 
 

  Action 

1. Opening prayer and devotion (Luke 12: 13-21)  

 
 

Prayers were offered and the gospel passage, read by PW, was discussed and 
reflected upon. 

 

2. Apologies for Absence  

 Adrian Sington, Simon Prince, Mike Westcott-Rudd, Lucilia Azevedo, Nicholas Leigh 
Smith, Dave Hodge. 

 

3. Minutes of the Last Meetings  

 The minutes of the meeting held on 15 September 2025 were agreed as a true 
record and signed by DB. 

 
 

4. Matters Arising  

 Health and Safety Policy 

BH reported that the Health and Safety booklet was update last year. It has been 
located, and will be reviewed and circulated, and approved, assuming there are no 
objections from members of the PCC. It will be reviewed annually. 

Policies 

CT will print and bind all policies and place them in the Vestry, so they are 
accessible in church. 

Ashes Plot 

An informal meeting has taken place. The DAC have yet to be contacted, The 
existing area has space for one further row (row N). There is also space for two 
further rows on the south side. A visit will be required once an application has been 
submitted, following discussion with the DAC. 

  
 
 
BH 
 
 
CT 

5. Safeguarding  

 SP provided a report in his absence: 

 

There was a data breach by the company that the Church uses to process our DBS 
checks, and as a result the Church is changing its service provider to a new 
company called UCheck. I have no details about this at the moment, and will 
probably need to be trained on the new system. There is therefore a hiatus in our 
ability to submit DBS checks. 

The good news is that, as far as I 'am aware, all of those, bar one, involved in the 
last round of DBS checks have gone through, and these people will hopefully get 
their paper certificates in due course (hiatus excepting). 

I still need to help Nicholas Leigh-Smith to get his done, but this may need to wait 
until UCheck is working as it may be a different process. 

I have still not been able to find a day off work to attend training in Ely that I need to 
do before we can tick the box in our online "Dashboard" management tool to make it 
go from red to green on my training. 

Simon Clarke confirmed to me that the Children's Church held a "reflection" meeting 
that covered a review on safeguarding - so that element of our "Dashboard" 
indicators has gone from red to green.  

This will need to be an annual event. Thanks to Paula, Simon and the team on that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There are no safeguarding incidents to report other than the data breach. 

 

The report was read out to the PCC by DB. It was confirmed that a ‘Safer 
Recruitment Process’ will be followed when recruiting additional Children’s Church 
adult helpers. 

 

A Survey is being undertaken by the Bishop. The email will be circulated to PCC 
members. A poster will be placed in church. DB will encourage the congregation to 
complete the survey. 

 

JN asked for clarification about what would happen if there was a complaint when 
SP was not available. DB confirmed that the should be approached in the first 
instance and that the Diocese needs to be made aware of any complaint within 24 
hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DB 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Finance Report  

 David Hodge had circulated a report in advance of the meeting:   

 

Please find attached the Assets and Liabilities and the Budget to 30th September. 

 

I would like to say that these reports have been prepared diligently by myself but, at 
the moment, the credit still needs to go to Colin! 

 

For information, Gift Day has raised, to date, £1450 which is slightly down from 
last year by approximately £200. (update at the meeting to £1992.71, which is 
over £300 more than last year). 

 

The Civic Service raised £457 from the plate collection, half went to the Mayors' 
Charities and half to us. 

 

Overall the financial year is looking reasonably healthy with an excess over 
expenditure of over £5000 (for the year). This is largely attributable to the general 
increase in Parish Giving over the last year or so (now at around £3000 per month 
plus gift aid) and the use of online contactless donations (of over £2000 year to 
date). 

 

Thanks were given to David Hodge and CT for their work on the finances.  

 

Following his appointment as Church Honorary Treasurer the PCC confirm that 
David Anthony Hodge be appointed manager signatory and primary contact for all 
church bank accounts namely: 

  

1. Santander Business account – Sort code 09-01-53    Acc No 07895483 

2. Charity Aid Foundation Account  - Sort code  40-52-40   Acc No 
00033946 

3. Church of England Deposit Fund – CB3025094-001 

4. Church of England Deposit Fund -  CB30255096 -001 

5. Church of England Fixed Interest Securities Investment Fund – 
CB3025095-001 

6. Dorothy Allen Trust Fund (Diocesan Board of Finance) R1 – 
114001/470S and R2 – 114001/010F 

7. Sunday School Trust (Diocesan Board of Finance) G13 – 114001/702D 
and G22 – 114001/103D 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Also the PCC agreed to:  

  

Add the Reverend David Westley Busk to the signatories for the Santander 
Business Account. 

  

Remove Mr David Ferris from the signatories for the Santander Business Account 
as he is no longer a trustee or member of the parish. 

 

CT reported that the new system is in place.  

There has been a good financial turnaround over the past 12 months.  

The position regarding VAT exemption is still being explored.  

An invoice has been submitted for grass cutting (CT will check that it is accurate, 
following concerns raised by PM) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CT 

7. Transformation Project  

 CT had circulated a report in advance of the meeting: 
 
No further progress. Meeting planned. Name of new Fundraiser being 
investigated.  Need volunteers for fundraising locally and nationally. 
 
There was discussion at the meeting and the PCC re-affirmed that the organ will not 
be relocated as part of any future work to the church. 
 

 
 
 
 

8. Fabric Committee  
 

 CT had circulate a report in advance of the meeting: 
 
Installation of Wi-Fi still under investigation.  Various installation options under 
consideration.  Awaiting promised fibre broadband to Chadley Lane!! (it was 
suggested that the meeting that this will hopefully be by the end of October 
2025). 
 
Woodworm in font cover and SW corner floor – treatment ongoing. 
 
Improvements to the church sound system under investigation – new pre-amp?  
Additional speakers for events? (It was confirmed at the meeting that the Friends 
have agreed to fund this) 
 
Our Gardner has temporarily retired with a cancer diagnosis so we are working on a 
replacement.  Weeds at west door need removing. 
 
BT raised the issued that the outer bolts on the north door are difficult to lock for 
some. Options are being explored, which may be expensive. 
 
The PCC discussed the NZC programme grant - fully-funded church energy audit 
that had been offered by the Diocese. The PCC agreed to take up this offer and DB 
will write back to Sacha Watson to inform her. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DB 

9. Future of Worship and Outreach  

 The weekly on-line communion service, which commenced during covid, and was 
very much appreciated, will now stop. 

Evening Prayer will continue online. 

Thanks were given to PW for the inaugural Board Game Café. Approximately 15 
people attended, and lots of cake was eaten! It is planned to be held monthly 
initially. This will be kept under review. Details will be placed in the newsletter, and it 
will be stressed that all are welcome. 

 



DB updated the PCC that Frankie Steed has been appointed as a non-stipendiary 
curate, starting on 4 July 2026. 

10. Dates for Church Diary  

 DB will produce a printed list of diary dates for each PCC meeting. 

October 25: Hunts Phil Orchestra concert. 7:30 pm (the incorrect time of 7 had been 
placed in the newsletter) 

October 26: Baptism in Eucharist service (William Moger). 9:30 am. Peter Moger will 
be preaching.  

October 26. Evensong. 6:30 pm 

November 2. 6:30 pm. All Saints Service. 

November 8 Holocaust Lecture. Roger Leivers. Evening in church hall. 

November 9. Remembrance Sunday. Eucharist at 9:30,. Town Remembrance 
Service. 10:55 am. Daniel Beckett (Baptist church)  presiding. The evening service 
will run as in previous years at 6:30 pm. 

November 11, 11 am. Worship Group. Vicarage. 

November 15:Hunts Phil Choir concert. 7:30 pm. Will be rehearsing in the afternoon 
of November 15, and also the preceding Tuesday evening) 

November 16. Baptism. 11:30 am. Archie Orme. 

November 29:  Christmas Bazaar. 1:30-4:30 pm. 

November 30. Advent Carol Service. 6:30 pm. 

December 7. Come and Sing Carols. 2-4 pm, with Somersham Town Band. 

December 21. Christingle Service combined with Parish Communion. 9:30 am. 

December 24. Consideration will be given to who will act as side persons/ushers at 
the 4 pm Nativity Service – volunteers will requested. 

DB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. AOB  

 The PCC agree that there would be a charge of £35 for the use of audio-visual 
equipment from the beginning of 2026. 

 

Ride and Stride raised over £1,400. Thanks were given to Terry Young and Nicholas 
Leigh-Smith. 

 

The Town Council have undertaken topple tests in the churchyard. Yellow notices 
have been place on memorial stones that need monitoring (approx. 300) and red 
notices have been placed on those that need immediate action (five memorial 
stones). 

 

15. Date of Next Meeting  

 The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 24 November 2025, in the 
Church Hall. In view of the change of date, Peter Irving and the members of the 
PCC not present at the meeting, will be informed) 

The meeting closed with reflection and thanksgiving, including prayers for the Crown 
Nomination Committee in their upcoming deliberations. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………. Date: …………….. 


