Godmanchester Parochial Church Council
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 24 November 2025

Present: David Busk (DB) [Chair], Andrew Wright [Secretary], John Newton (JN), Colin Thirlwall (CT), Bill
Templeton (BT), Jonathan Young (JY), David Bowers (DBo), David Moger (DM), Peter Morgan (PM),
Simon Prince (SP), Mike Westcott-Rudd (MWR), Lucilia Azevedo (LA).

Action
1. Opening prayer and devotion (Luke 21 1:4)
Prayers were offered and the gospel passage, read by DM, was discussed and
reflected upon.
2. Apologies for Absence
Adrian Sington, Nicholas Leigh Smith, Paula Williams, Dave Hodge, Bob Hurd.
3. | Minutes of the Last Meetings
The minutes of the meeting held on 20 October 2025 were agreed as a true record
and signed by DB.
4. | Matters Arising
Health and Safety Policy
The Health and Safety Policy has been circulated, based on the previous version.
The PCC reviewed and agreed the Policy and a new date of agreement to be
added.
SP set out what the Parish Dashboard was. Is is accessible by SP, DB and AW. Is
not compulsory, but is encouraged. Flags up areas that require attention or external
support. Risk management is part of the dashboard.
SP will update on the dashboard, that the H&S policy has been updated and agreed.
CT and Bod Hurd will compile a list that will be reviewed annually CT/BH
Policies
The policies will be bound and placed in the Vestry, as well as being uploaded to the | o1
Dashboard/Website.
Safeguarding Survey
DB has not yet circulated to the congregation. DB

NZC Programme Grant
Awaiting further instructions from the Diocese

5. | Safeguarding

Lay Minister document has been circulated to members of PCC.
SP gave a Safeguarding update.

There has been a national issue regarding a data breach — individuals were
informed. Previous supplier contract has ceased.

UCheck — new organisation, but work is still ongoing. SP has a UCheck account.
Not yet trained on how to use the system. Confusion about who pays for future DBS
checks — SP has checked with Diocese — awaiting response.

Two PCC members still need to have DBS — Nicholas Leigh-Smith and DBo. Other
PCC have DBS check in place.

6. | Finance Report

CT had circulated a budget report in advance of the meeting:

Surplus for the year is approx. £4,500. Thanks to increased giving and the input of
the Friends.

Santander have added Dave Hodge as a signatory to the account. Other
organisations have been written to also add Dave.




CT and Dave Hodge still working in tandem.

Ofsted have raised concerns about the state of the kitchen in the church hall.
Temporary fixing will be done, but further work will be required to fully refit the
kitchen

Some surplus of funds is available to do this work. May required PCC consent for
further spending on this work in the future.

Gift Day — ended up doing very well - £300 - £400 more than last year.

7. | Transformation Project
Nothing to report this month.
8. | Fabric Committee

All planned work has been completed
Considering options for the sound system.
See options on document from Allen & Heath - the options set out would allow
greater flexibility, consistency and control in the sound system.
Friends have agreed to fund the work on the sound system.
PCC agreed in principle to the full upgrade at £2,571.00 inc VAT.
Will be completed in the New Year.
CT confirmed that the loop would not be affected by the upgrade to the system,
following a question by JY.
WiFi discussions are ongoing. Little progress at present, but will be completed in
due course.

9. | Future of Worship and Outreach
DB raised a question for consideration by the PCC.+:
Remembrance Sunday — the pattern which has been ongoing for a long time —
morning service and evening service.
The Air Cadets are no longer attending the evening service — no response for the
past 2 years. The RAF Association have found it difficult to find members to attend
evening services. Royal Navy and British Legion have continued to attend regularly.
Overall attendance has dwindled.
Who are we doing the evening service for?
Question of whether to continue with both services - should we have the morning
service alone?
Views of PCC members were taken.
Including PM suggestion consideration of changing the format of the morning
service
JY — evening service goes back to 1961, when the borough of Godmanchester and
Huntingdon merged — as the morning service as often in Huntingdon, and the
evening service ensured a service in Godmanchester. This reason is no longer valid.
CT - a lot of effort for the small number of people that attend in the evening. Would
be preferrable to make more of the morning service.
DB has not discussed with the Mayor or Town Council.
The PCC will consider and make a decision at the next PCC meeting.

10. | Dates for Church Diary

DB produce a printed list of diary dates.
November 29: Christmas Bazaar. 13:30-16:30.
November 30. Advent Carol Service. 18:30.

December 7. Come and Sing Carols. 14:00 — 16:00, with Somersham Town Band.
(CT would welcome volunteers to help)

December 21. Christingle Service combined with Parish Communion. 9:30.
December 24. 16:00 Nativity Service
18:00 Nine Lessons and Carols




20:30 Quiet Christmas
23:30 Midnight Mass
December 25. 08:00 Christmas Holy Communion
09:30 Christmas Sung Eucharist
(Readers to be arranged for the Christmas Services)
January 14. Charities Committee. 19:45. 20 Post Street.
January 20. Worship Group 11:00. Vicarage
January 20. Children’s Church meeting. 20:00. Vicarage
January 21. Prayer Lunch for Christian Union Week. 12:30 Baptist Church

11.

AOB

It was reported that someone was inadvertently locked in the church for three hours
recently. Safeguards need to be put in place to avoid a repetition of this.

Thanks were given to Adrian Sington and Kate Hadley, and all the members of the
Friends for organising and supporting the recent evening with David Starkey, which
was a great success and raised in excess of £5,000.

15.

Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 26 January 2026, in the
Church Hall. In view of the change of date from the normal pattern, Peter Irving and
the members of the PCC not present at the meeting, will be informed)

The meeting closed with reflection and thanksgiving, including prayers for upcoming
events.

SN i Date: ......eeevene.




