Godmanchester Parochial Church Council
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 23 March 2026

Present: David Busk (DB) [Chair], Andrew Wright (AW) [Secretary], John Newton (JN), Bill Templeton (BT),
David Bowers (DBo), Peter Morgan (PM), Dave Hodge (DH), Simon Prince (SP), Paula Williams (PW).

Action

1. Opening prayer and devotion (John 8 1:11)

Prayers were offered and the gospel passage, read by DM, was discussed and
reflected upon.

2. Apologies for Absence
Simon Prince (SP), Jonathan Young (JY), Adrian Sington (AS), Andrew Wright (AW)
3. | Minutes of the Last Meetings

The minutes of the meeting held on 16 February 2026 were agreed as a true record
and signed by DB.

4. | Matters Arising

Repair of Flagon

LA took the silver flagon used for carrying wine at the Eucharist to the Repair Café on
28/2/26 for an assessment, and it is now being repaired for free by a silversmith.
Church Hall cleaning

It was agreed that a professional cleaner should be found to clean the hall weekly on
Friday evening or Saturday morning.

5. | Finance Report

A new professional-grade cooker was needed for the church hall, costing £1700.
Donations of £1000 had already been pledged. The remaining expenditure was agreed
by the PCC.

A new independent auditor is needed, as Gary Fordham is no longer able to carry out
this task after this year.

£587 had been raised by LA from the Jumble Sale week. Grateful thanks to her.

DH proposed opening a new account with Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) Bank, to DH/CT
enable online transactions, as these are not possible with the current account holder,
Santander Business Bank. The PCC approved this change. As much business as
possible would be moved to the new account over time, while keeping the old one open
as there are a number of standing orders paid into it and not all of the donors can be
identified.

The Parish Giving Scheme now accounts for over half of the voluntary giving. We may
see the Plate Collections and Envelopes going down, but hopefully more individuals will
sign up to PGS. The card reader is proving to be very useful.

The fees retained for weddings and funerals seem disappointingly low. Perhaps the
high cost of getting married in church is putting people off, particularly as there are
many other options available these days.

Gift Aid is a major income stream.

The Féte and Bazaar are excellent revenue generators. Any thoughts for additional
events?

The money from church hire is low as there are only two events booked to date this
year.




The accounts show a regular transfer from the Hall Fund to General Funds. This is
possible because of the income from the nursery. Currently the transfer is around 50%
of this income.

The grass cutters hopefully will not need new capital equipment this year so therefore
their entire revenue is going to General Funds.

MW-R said that he is in the process of updating PCC members’ personal information as
trustees in order to supply them to the Charity Commission.

Transformation Project

CT said that he is still awaiting information on the Mick George grants, and as soon as
the accounts are dealt with he would return to the funding applications. He thanked LA
for her work in energising local funding for the project. The activities that she has been
directly involved with have raised £1,610.30 in 2025. Total donations last year
amounted to £18,902 to the Fund (which included a small number of very generous
donations).

Fabric Committee

Wi-Fi — we are nearly there. The power socket has been moved, the choir cupboard
tidied and a shelf for the router will be installed. We can then ask the firm to install the
wi-fi.

Nave Roof — The roofing experts visited the church and carried out repairs to the nave
roof. Unfortunately, we still have a slight leak as the roof is in fairly bad state and
needs significant work. There are a significant number of cracks and tired lead joints
which cannot easily be repaired. The lead man has suggested that we may be able to
widen the ‘step-up’ ridge on the apex of the roof to cover a significant number of
problems. He will arrange a survey soonest to give us an idea of the work involved and
estimated cost. This may be a large project.

Future of Worship and Outreach

PW is stepping down as Children’s Church leader. It is hoped that new shared
leadership can be arranged at a meeting on 27/3. Very grateful thanks were expressed
to PW for her outstanding leadership of Children’s Church over the past seven years.

10.

Dates for Church Diary

Somersham Town Band has been booked for the Christmas Bazaar (21/11) and Come
& Sing Carols (6/12). The jazz band has been invited for the Summer Féte (20/6), but
they are yet to confirm the booking.

11.

AOB

Following the experiment of turning the church heating off completely because of rising
fuel costs, it was decided that the heating should go on at 8.30 am and off at 10.15 am
for 29/3, and then this would be reviewed for subsequent Sundays. Heating would not

be turned on for the Thursday morning services.

The inventory had been completed by BT and JN, and thanks were expressed to them
for this painstaking piece of work.

15.

Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 20 April 2026, in the Church Hall.

The meeting closed with reflection and thanksgiving, including prayers for upcoming
events.







